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April2026/5786 

Temple Beth  
Shalom 

 

Rabbi Rose Durbin 

Cantorial Soloist  
Kelly Onickel 

 

Sanctuary:  365 43rdAve. 

Vero Beach, FL 32968 

Office: 355 43rd Ave 

Vero Beach, FL 32968 

Mailing: PO Box 2113 

Vero Beach, FL 32961 

772-569-4700 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Friday Shabbat Service 

April 3, 10 17, 24 

6:30pm 

 

Torah Study 

April 4, 18 

10:00am 

 

Shabbat Morning Service 

April 11, 25 

9:30am 

 
EVENTS/RSVP’s 

Please RSVP to  
functions early. 

Once capacity has been 
reached or food order called 

in, we cannot accept  
more RSVPs. 

 
NOTE: 

Your payment must be  
received by or before  

each deadline to be included 
on the final list for 

attendance 

Last spring, I sat on a particularly memorable beit din (a panel of 
rabbis who make religious decisions) to approve a conversion. When 
we asked the candidate, a joyful man in his early 30s about to wel-
come his first child, which holiday he appreciates most, he said, 
“Passover.” When I asked why, he replied, “I love how weird it is!”, 
and then immediately covered his mouth, worried he’d said the 
wrong thing. Meanwhile, the other rabbis, his very pregnant Jewish 
wife, and I were laughing with delight. He had named something we 
often forget: Passover is weird. It’s counter-cultural, detailed, and particular. It makes our 
kids stand out in school with their peanut butter matzah sandwiches. 

Many of us avoid that “weirdness” by attending a seder and then returning to normal life. 
But what if this year, we leaned into it? I want to encourage you to “get weird” this Pass-
over, to keep it in a way that works for your family but still stretches you. For example, 
my in-laws don’t keep kosher during the year, but on Passover they strictly avoid bread. 
It’s meaningful for them even if it results in things I’ll never try, like a lobster roll on 
matzah. It’s not how I observe, but their intention makes it spiritually real. 

As Reform Jews, Passover observance often exists on a spectrum. We want to honor tra-
dition without feeling trapped by it. One of the most common questions I hear is: why is 
flour itself not kosher for Passover if we eat matzah? The answer goes back to the Exo-
dus. The Israelites fled Egypt so quickly their dough didn’t have time to rise. To com-
memorate this, we avoid chametz, leavened products made from five grains (wheat, bar-
ley, rye, oats, and spelt) that have come into contact with water for more than 18 minutes. 
The rabbis taught that fermentation begins at that point, which is why matzah must be 
made quickly under strict conditions. 

Regular flour is problematic because modern processing may expose it to moisture be-
fore we even use it. That’s why specially supervised flour is required for Passover bak-
ing. But beyond the legal details, Rabbi Rachel Adler offers a deeper insight: 

“Chametz is about control. Regular bread takes time, it requires planning and predictabil-
ity. Passover reminds us that true freedom often means letting go of control and moving 
forward before we feel ready.” 

So how do we make this mitzvah our own in 2026? The Hasidic masters teach that cha-
metz represents ego and excess, the spiritual “puffiness” we carry. Passover invites us to 
simplify and reset. 

Instead of focusing on what we can’t eat, we can savor what we can. Lean into foods that 
feel special: matzah brei, Sephardic rice dishes, or even a little “matzah crack.” Maybe 
you skip bread but keep corn tortillas. Maybe oat milk stays in your coffee. That’s not 
failure, that’s thoughtful, intentional engagement. 

For our kids, those “weird” lunches can become a point of pride, a chance to share their 
Jewish identity. A simple conversation ahead of time can transform it from embarrass-
ment into empowerment. 

And for those who don’t want to cook all week, you’re not alone. You can still honor 
Passover while eating out: corn tortillas at Mexican restaurants, eggs and fruit at break-
fast spots, or rice-based dishes where appropriate. It’s about spirit, not perfection. 

This year, let’s approach Passover not as an obligation, but as an opportunity for mind-
fulness, connection, and renewal. And yes, by day five we may all be dreaming of bagels. 
But for now, may we embrace the beautiful, meaningful weirdness of Passover and 
through it, discover the possibility of real transformation. 

Chag Pesach Sameach, 

Rabbi Rose 
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BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
 

PRESIDENT 
Steve Berlin 

 
VICE PRESIDENT  

Marc Jaffe 
 

IMMEDIATE PAST  
PRESIDENT 

Harold Schwartz 
 

SECRETARY 
Dan Pollack 

 
TREASURER 
Sheldon Cantor 

 
TRUSTEES 

Richard Bialosky 
Linda Friedman 
Berl Herzenberg 
Melinda Jacobs 
Paul Kanarek 
Holden Kriss 

Sandy Oswald 
 
 
 

RELIGIOUS SCHOOL 
Education Director 

Mindy Lessem Pollack 
 
 

ENRICHMENT COMMITTEE 
Steve Friedman 

 
CARING COMMUNITY 

Rabbi Rose  
 

SISTERHOOD PRESIDENT 
Sandy Oswald 

 
MEN’S CLUB PRESIDENT 

Harold Schwartz 
 

MEMBERSHIP 
Linda Friedman 

 
 

OFFICE MANAGER 
Trudie Kriss 

tel 772-569-4700 x 1 
tbsoffice@tbsvero.org 

www.tbsvero.org 
 
 

Please notify the Temple  

Office, Rabbi or Cantor, if 

a family member or  

fellow congregant is ill, or 

has had an accident.  

Clergy can only reach out, 

if they are informed that 

they are needed. 

I can't believe that April is finally here! Why? Because that means I am 27 

days away from being ordained! I cannot wait to be done with this part of 

my life, and I am looking forward to what is ahead. I have had many people 

ask me what my plan is. In last month's Scroll, my article addressed many of 

the concerns regarding my ordination and what is to come after. Let me reit-

erate, I am not planning to go anywhere. Harry and I are very happy here in 

Vero. Doing a double ordination was purely for educational purposes and the 

fact that I am not a young chick and if I was going to do it, I needed to do it 

now. I hope that this helps with any concerns you may be having. 

Now, let's talk about celebrating. On the opposite page to this article is a fly-

er with information about how we will be celebrating. There is no charge for 

this event because I want everyone who wants to be there to be there. How-

ever, it is also a fundraiser, and you can see there are ways in which you can 

sponsor and I hope you will. There will also be a raffle with tickets starting 

at $5.00. So, if the sponsorships are too steep for you this is another way you 

can give. Also, no amount is too little. All the money raised will go into the 

Ike and Alezah Music Fund which has been paying for our wonderful Friday 

evening accompanist Aleysa Walters, and I would like to try and build this 

fund so we can start bringing in some musicians for concerts and or Scholars

-in-Residence. 

I am looking forward to these celebrations and I am especially looking for-

ward to celebrating with all of you! 

 

Cantor Kelly 

Cantor’s Corner 
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President’s Message 

Sisterhood 

Sisterhood would like to send a big thank you to Meryl Felds and Cookie Compton for organizing such a wonder-
ful Mahjong tournament. It was an event filled with fun, laughter and of course friendly competition. 

We also shared our Women's Seder. A big hug to Linda who never lets us down with completing our seder plates 
that help make the evening so meaningful and special for all of us. Rabbi Rose and Cantor Kelly as always, a big 
thank you as well. You could feel the respect and love in the room.  

Looking ahead, April will bring another fun afternoon activity to help us raise money. We will be having our 52 
card Bingo on April 19 at 2:00pm. We hope many of you will come out and join us for what promises to be a lively 
and enjoyable time. 

Before we know it, May will be here and we will be having our closing event. This is the time where we would 
have elections or announce a new board. At this point we don't have one. 

I encourage you wonderful women to step up, get involved and participate in Sisterhood. Our organization  

thrives because of you amazing people. We need your time, ideas and energy. Please don’t let us down. 

 

With love, 
Sandy Oswald 
President 

Dear Friends, 

Jay Foley and Sherry Alpert have issued a challenge to the congregation. They will match up to $10,000 of every dollar donated by 

you. NO AMOUNT IS TOO SMALL.  

Currently, $3,500 has already been contributed. We have until April 30, to take advantage of this opportunity. In the note portion of 

your checks write “Foley/Alpert match.  

Jay and Sherry are part time residents. Let’s show them how much we appreciate their generosity. 

Thank You, 

Steve Berlin 
305-772-6620 

 

 
We welcome our newest members to 

our  Temple Beth Shalom family 

Barry and Marianne Rindner 



Religious School 
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Our Wicked Purim Party last month was a fun-filled celebration of the month of Adar!  

Thank you to everyone who participated, especially all who volunteered with setting up, food service and cleaning up. 

It really does take a village. 

 

With that, Passover is already upon us! Dan and I wish you all a wonderful Passover holiday with best wishes for 

meaningful seders and yummy matzah creations. I know I look forward to all the Passover staples, like matzah pizza 

and matzah chocolate bark. What are some of your favorite ways to eat matzah?  

 

Following Passover and Spring Breaks, our Sunday programs scheduled for this month are April 12, 19, and 26 

9:30am until noon.  

 

On Sunday, April 12 during class we will talk about the importance of Zachor/Memory. We will honor Yom HaShoah 

(Holocaust Memorial Day) and add memory stones to our butterfly garden. On Monday, April 13 at 6:30pm there 

will be a Yom HaShoah program in the sanctuary. We would request that students in grades four and higher attend this 

event. Some students will be invited to participate. Watch the email news updates for more information. 

 

On Sunday, April 19 we welcome Let’s L’Rkod Miami – a dance trio who will teach us Israeli Folk Dancing and 

energize our congregation with music, joy, laughter and fun. This program is designed to be for all levels of dancers, 

from beginners to advanced; young dancers and older dancers, we will pace the morning for all to enjoy. Please plan 

to be with us. Wear comfortable clothing and sneakers or dance shoes. Bring your water bottle. (You can skip the gym 

today for this one.)  

It is going to be a great time. As we plan to serve refreshments, please make sure to rsvp so there will be enough for 

all.  

 

Looking forward a bit, please reserve your spots at the Shabbat dinner on Friday, May 1 when we begin the festive 

celebration of the Ordination of Kelly Onickel as Cantor Rabbi. We are proud of Cantor Kelly for this tremendous 

accomplishment and pleased to celebrate and honor her. Students will participate in the installation concert and lunch-

eon on Sunday, May 3 in Cantor Kelly’s honor immediately following Sunday classes. All are invited and urged to 

rsvp early to ensure we have a spot for you! 

 

Am Yisrael Chai! 

Mindy Lessem Pollack 



Book Club Join us April 28 at10:30am, in the Social Hall to share a 
discussion about this month’s book.  Bring a list of a few 
books you would like the club to read. For book info and 
RSVP:   Susan Berlin  or see the Temple Tidings weekly 
email for updates.  
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Grief Support Group 

Grief Group meetings  

continue on Mondays 

April 6, 13, 20, 27 

 at 11:30am. 

Purim: 
What a great time everyone had at our Purim spiel and after 
party. Thank you Rabbi Rose, Cantor Kelly and Mindy Pollack 
for organizing everything from the spiel, decorations, the DJ 
and food. We appreciate our cast of Purim characters who 
bravely put on our spiel with a Wicked twist.  
We thank those who stepped up to serve the food to our guests 
and those who cleaned up. 

 

COFFEE 
and 

Kibbitz 
 

See you next month 
on May 2 

Snowbirds: Please remember to call or email the office 2-3 weeks 
ahead of leaving Vero to return to your northern homes so that mail 

from Temple Beth Shalom continues uninterrupted to you. 
Everyone will receive membership renewal forms mid June. 

We have a new person taking over for Lorelle for our onegim.  Lorelle 

is moving on to spend more time with her family. Please make Barry, 

who is taking her place feel welcome as well as Melody, his wife. 

mailto:susanberlin715@gmail.com?subject=January%20Book%20Club


 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Tree Of Life, located in the  

Steyer Social Hall foyer,  

celebrates and remembers  

every kind of occasion. 

 
Next time you visit our social hall,  

please take a moment to look at this  
beautiful wall. 

 
In that moment, reflect on all the B’nai Mitzvah, 
weddings, anniversaries, birthdays,  memorials, 

and other dedications that friends and  
loved ones have given to each other  

over the years. 
If you would like to honor,  

remember someone or mark a special occasion  
in your life, you can have a leaf inscribed  

and placed on our Tree Of Life. 
 

Please contact the office  
to order yours today. 

What a lovely gift idea as well! 

    **Please consider directing donations to** 

General Fund 
(whatever is needed most) 

  
Eddie Levine TBS  

Religious School Scholarship 
 

Block Family Scholarship 
(send a child to Jewish Camp) 

 
Ike & Alezah Music Fund 

             (congregational  
              musical events) 

 
Goldstein Youth Israel 

Travel Fund 

Enrichment  
 

Rabbi’s  
Discretionary Fund 

 
Cantor’s  

Discretionary Fund 
 

Sisterhood/Men’s Club 
 

Caring Community 
 

Youth Group 
 

Music 
(worship enrichment, 

pianist) 
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Many Thanks 

GENERAL 
Dorothy and Jerry Wallach in memory of 
     Stanley Simon 
Susan Block and Terri Goldberg in memory of Meryl Felds  
     mother, Marcia Mittlemark 
Sam Ohring remembering his wife, Marilyn Ohring with a 
     Memorial plaque 
Steve and Linda Friedman in honor of Rabbi Stephen Fuchs 
     80th birthday 
Melodie Singer 
Alan Lang for a leaf on our Tree of Life for Rabbi Fuchs for 
     all he has taught him, especially from his sermons 
Pamela Sheiffer for sponsoring our congregational seder 
Sam and Linda Block 
 
 
RABBI’S DISCRETIONARY FUND 
Helen Freeman in memory of Ross Epstein 
 
Block Family Scholarship 
Joshua Zwerner 
 
GOLDSTEIN YOUTH ISRAEL TRAVEL 
Ellen Zollenberg in memory of her brother, Harold Goldstein 
& her grandmother, Ida Abramson 
 

 
Thank you Cliff Wardlow, owner of Vero Estate 
Jeweler for repairing our Torah silver 
 
We thank Robbi Rose for her generous donation 
of office supplies and computer monitors 
 

YAHRZEIT DONOR         IN MEMORY OF 
Cookie Compton         her mother, Charlotte Shebowich          
Eileen Carberry                      her mother, Edith Thorner 
Bob Polakow          his mother-in-law, Jessie Winfield 
Roni & Tony Abbatiello        remembering, Judith Mendelsohn 
Sam Ohring          his wife, Marilyn Ohring 
Marlene Cantor          her aunt, Helen Isaac 
Jerry & Joanne Blum         their daughter, Michelle Bragg 
Lori Weiss-D’Ambrosio        her mother, Rose Weiss 
David Levenson         his grandfather, Samuel Svirman 
Jeffrey Livingston                  his father, Robert Livingston 
Judith Napp          her husband, Jack Napp 
           her mother, Sylvia Ruth Goldstein 
Susan Block          her parents,  
                 Dr. Arthur & Susan Block 
Terri Goldberg          her father, Hyman Obstein 
           her grandfather, Lieber Obstein 
           her grandmother, Sara Raych 
Del Saltz          her aunt & uncle,  
                 Arthur & Carol Gordon 
           her  mother, Minnie Gorsetman 
           her grandmother, Rose Gorsetman 
Linda Culver          her husband, Howard Culver 
           her uncle, Larry Subit 
Wendy Kraut          her mother, Elinor Rosenthal Kraut 
           her brother, Jon Morris Kraut 
Myra Greenfield         her husband, Richard Greenfield 

mailto:tbsoffice@tbsvero.org?subject=Tree%20of%20Life%20leaf


Yahrzeits 

7 

Temple Beth Shalom offers Its heartfelt condolences  
to the family of: 

 
Leslie Benardo, on the loss of her husband 

Steve Benardo 
 

TBS mourns the loss of our member, David Schoenen  
 
 

May G-d Comfort All Who Mourn  
In Zion and Jerusalem. 

Ida Abramson 
Summer Alpert 
Arthur Block 
Michelle Bragg 
Donald Brand 
Monroe Bronstein 
Fred Brunswick 
Norma Cohen 
Rachel Cohen 
Ross Davis 
Ruth Dickman 
Samuel Flaxman 
Boris Friedman 
Harold A. Goldstein 
Norman Gordon Greenbaum 
Richard Greenfield 
Abraham Harrison 
Gabriel William Herzenberg 
Toba Schloss Herzenberg 
Robert Hilton 
Gertrude Hochman 
Jared Tyler Hoekzema 

Helen Isaac 
Irving Kanarek 
Morris “Mike” Kantzler 
Mary Kaplan 
Ernest Katz 
Daniel Kotok 
Marc Kramer 
Bob Kurland 
Toby Kutnick 
Dr. Adam Lender 
Bianca Blanche Lerner 
Irwin Manzer 
Regina Milsten 
Paul Montlick 
Henry Moses 
Harry Ness 
Fern Onickel 
Stanton Oswald 
Loren M. Pollack 
Leonard Pomerantz 
Justin Brian Powell 
Hyman Price 

Sara Raych 
Mel Robbins 
Harry K. Robinson 
Bernice Rohrlich 
Seymour Rosin 
Estelle Ross 
Jack Ross 
Andrew Schindel 
Kalman Schindel 
Rose Schlamowitz 
Dr. Samuel Schlyen 
Harry Schwartz 
Morton Schwartz 
Sidney Schwartz 
Anna Schwartzman 
Samuel Svirman 
Laura Turkowitz 
Chuck Wardlow 
Gitta Wybou 
John L. Zoffer 



L’Chaim Anniversaries 
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Birthdays 

Mazel Tov to everyone celebrating their anniversary or birthday this month 

        PLEASE CONSIDER SPONSORING  
                     AN ONEG SHABBAT WITH 

 
A little fruit, cheese, crackers, veggies,  

baked items, and any other food items you  

wish to share. 

 Bottled water & other drinks gives us a chance to 

mingle after services. 

                      Thank you to our March 
                    Oneg Shabbat sponsors: 

Sherry Alpert and Jay Foley, Sisterhood, Allen Lang 

**Call or email the office to rsvp for sponsorship 
Sponsors needed for:   April 3, 10 

May 1, 15   June 5, 12, 19. 26 
 

We depend on our families to take turns  sponsoring or  
co-sponsoring with friends for our Oneg Shabbat. 

Oneg Shabbat 

 

 Rummage Sale 
Collection 

 
We collect all year every LAST Sunday 

(11:00am-1:00pm), and  
Last Thursday (5:00pm-6:00pm)  
of each month in back of the office 

building in the parking lot where our sea  
container is located.  

 

For large donation pick up: 

 Call Elliot Moskowitz, 818.926.6855 

Stephen and Dorothy Schindel       Marty and Bev Paris        

Wayne and Amy Gould       Peter and Susan Solomon 

 
 

 

 

 
 

            
 

 
 

For further information: 
 Please contact our  Foundation Board Members,  

Steve Berlin  

305-772-6620  or 

Jeremy Schwibner 
 

To participate in the Legacy Fund, a member would agree 

to name Temple Beth Shalom as a beneficiary in their 

estate plan  (will or trust)  or their insurance policy.   

Leave a 

Legacy 

914-980-1459  or  tbsverofoundation@gmail.com  

Sherry Alpert 
Sam Block 
Ruth Brown 
Richard Cahoy 
Seth Coren 
Rabbi Rose Durbin 
Bill Edelstein 
Lori Frank 
Antonio Garza 

Linda Friedman 
Robin Glotzer 
Mark Heyer 
Nina Heyer 
Carol Kanarek 
Paul Kanarek 
Helaine Ledany 
Genevieve Mallon 
Bev Paris 

Marshall Samler 
Suzanne Seldes 
Ilene Sobel 
Jon Sternberg 
Reed Sternberg 
Jeff Susi 
Jerry Zollenberg 
Tamra Zuker 
 

mailto:tbsoffice@tbsvero.org?subject=Oneg%20Sponsors%20needed
mailto:tbsverofoundation@gmail.com


              “THE MIDAS MAN” 
     LIVE SUNDAY APRIL 12h @2:40PM 

    STREAMED APRIL 10th – 12thh 
    DONATION $8.00 PER PERSON 
    CONTACT leonardcb5665@gmail.com 

 

LUNCHEON FOR SUBSCRIBERS ONLY 
@12:30 

GENERAL ADMISSION 2:00 P.M.  
 TEMPLE BEIT HAYAM 

 951 SE MONTEREY COMMONS  
 STUART (772) 286-1531   
 RABBI MATHEW DURBIN 
 CANTOR MIKE JARVIS 
This is the story of Brian Epstein, a Jewish man from Liverpool, 
who discovers the Beatles. He took a big risk as a first-time manager and changed the world of 
music forever.  
 
 

mailto:leonardcb5665@gmail.com


 
CATERING BY ADRIENNE DREW 

EAT, LOVE, AND LIVE IN COLOR 
 

Adrienne Drew-Perry 
Executive Chef 

 

 

P: 772-713-1376 
C: 772-770-1184 
E: info@cateringbyadriennedrew.com 
A: 953 Old Dixie Hwy, Vero Beach, FL 32960 

      Clay  
 Price & 
    Associates, P.A. 
 

Certified Public Accountants 
Vision-Clarity-Insight 

Clay Price, CPA, CFF 

 

Ph. (772) 569-6203  *  Fx. (772) 569-1102 
2147  10th Avenue - Vero  Beach - Florida - 32960 

 

W a x  S p e c i a l  $ 7 9 . 9 5  &  u p  

MARK & NINA HEYER 
OWNERS 

W a x  S p e c i a l  $ 7 9 . 9 5  &  u p  

 

Temple 

https://www.irccpa.com/
https://www.irccpa.com/


 

                     

 We offer students and families Jewish enrichment 
programs, classes and experiences in a fun,  

supportive and inclusive community atmosphere.  

Sunday school  *  Hebrew classes  *  

B ’nai Mitzvah tutoring  *  fieldtrips  *   

Holiday celebrations  *  tots to teens *  

tbsschool@tbsvero.org  

 

Cox Gifford Seawinds Funeral Home  

      & Crematory 

 
1950 20th St., Vero Beach, FL 32960 

    www.coxgiffordseawinds.com 
               772-562-2365 
 

           Traditional Jewish Services 

          Worldwide Shipping 

           Advanced Planning 

 



AYCOCK FUNERAL HOME 
HILLCREST MEMORIAL GARDENS 

Fort Pierce 
772-461-8912 

 

https://verobeachkind.org/
https://verobeachkind.org/
https://verobeachkind.org/


Men’s Club  
Join us for breakfasts, dinners, guest speakers,  

road trips, sports games & more. 

Contact:  Harold Schwartz:  561.635.5237 

 

Sisterhood 
We are a diverse group looking for your  

participation. Come to enjoy each others friendship  
& a host of activities. 

Contact:  Sandy Oswald:  772.713.4200 

 

 

Beth El Memorial Park, Inc. 
 

The Only Jewish Cemetery  
on the Treasure Coast 

Located on Old Dixie Hwy. in  
Ft Pierce near Harbor Branch 
TBS Member Pricing  for all  

Traditional & Cremains Plots  
 

For information, please call: 
Harold Schwartz at 561.635.5237 

or the 
Cemetery office at 772 882-3601 

Call 772-569-4700 x1 for details 

Let us help you get the word out 
Other sizes available 




